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MEMORANDUM TO THE DIRECTOR: 
 
Information: Natural Resources Commission 
 
Subject: Order to Regulate the Use of Lands in the Atlanta Management Unit, Alpena and  
  Presque Isle County 
  Land Use Order of the Director Amendment 9 of 2008 
   FOR INFORMATION ONLY  
 
 
Authority: 
 
The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended, authorizes 
the Director to issue orders to implement land use rules. 
 
Discussion and Background: 
 
This amendment to Land Use Order of the Director 4.40 is to prohibit motorized vehicles except 
snowmobiles on the Alpena to Hawks, Paxton Spur, and Roger’s City Spur Rail-Trails.  This 
prohibition is being requested for the following reasons: 
 
• This prohibition has been standard on all other rail-trails once the state has acquired them. 
• There is a prohibition of motorized vehicles on the Mackinaw to Hawks Rail-Trail (4.40(5)) 

that is adjacent to the Alpena to Hawks Rail-Trail, and there is a desire to have the same 
restriction on the whole rail-trail.  It is confusing for the public to comply with restrictions if 
they are not consistent throughout each segment of the rail-trail system. 

• Conservation Officers have requested this Director’s Order be placed on these trails to 
provide consistency, and improve enforcement capabilities on the rail-trails. 

• Even though in the Lower Peninsula, off-road vehicles (ORV) are not allowed on trails 
unless posted open, there is excessive illegal riding of ORVs on these rail-trails. 

 
A Director’s Order on the Alpena to Hawks, Paxton Spur, and Roger’s City Spur Rail-Trails will 
improve consistency in enforcement, decrease confusion for users, improve safety for users, and 
decrease resource damage to the rail-trails caused by illegal ORV riding.  The request has been 
reviewed and recommended for approval by Department staff. 
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Recommendation: 
 
This Order is being submitted for information and consideration.  This item appeared on the 
Department’s April 28, 2008 calendar, and may be eligible for approval on June 5, 2008. 
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LAND USE ORDERS OF THE DIRECTOR 
 

Amendment No. 9 of 2008 

By authority conferred on the Director of the Department of Natural Resources by Section 504 of Act No. 451 of 
the Public Acts of 1994, as amended, being section 324.504 of the Michigan Compiled Laws and in accordance with 
R 299.671 and R 299.922 of the Michigan Administrative Code, the Director of the Department of Natural 
Resources orders that the following order of the Land Use Orders of the Director shall read as follows: 

4.40 Certain state-owned trails, prohibited conduct. 
Order 4.40. (1) the Musketawa trail means the former railroad right-of-way in the city of Muskegon, Muskegon 

county, T10N R16W, beginning at Ottawa avenue in section 20 and ending at Vulcan street in section 33, and the 
former railroad right-of-way beginning approximately ¼ mile northwest of the intersection of the right-of-way with 
black creek road in section 34, T10N R16W, Muskegon county, and extending southerly and easterly to the junction 
with the active railroad right-of-way located in section 36, T8N R13W, Ottawa county and commonly known as 
“Penn Junction.”   A person shall not do any of the following upon the Musketawa trail: 

(a)  Discharge a firearm or bow and arrow. 

(b)  Operate a motorized vehicle without written permission from the state trails coordinator, except that a 
registered snowmobile may be operated between points a and b described as follows:  

(i)  Point a -- approximately ¼ mile northwest of the intersection of the trailway with black creek road in 
section 34, T10N R16W, Muskegon county. 

(ii)  Point b -- the intersection of the trailway with eighth avenue, section 25, T8N R13W, Ottawa county. 

(c)  Operate a snowmobile between the crockery creek trestle and the easterly end of the trail in section 36, T8N 
R13W, Ottawa county, unless the trail manager has determined there is adequate snow cover on the trail surface and 
has posted the trail open to snowmobile use. 

(2)  The bay View-Oden trail means the former railroad right-of-way extending between division street in bear 
creek township, section 33, T35N R5W and Blumke road in Littlefield township, section 17, T35N R4W, Emmet 
county.   A person shall not operate a motorized vehicle upon the bay View-Oden trail without written permission of 
the forest management field coordinator, except that a snowmobile may be operated on this trail between highway 
M-119 in bear creek township, section 27, T35N R5W and Blumke road in Littlefield township, section 17, T35N 
R4W, Emmet county. 

(3)  The Ionia-Lyons trail means the former railroad right-of-way extending between Quarry road in section 21 
and riverside drive in section 23, T7N R6W, Ionia county.   A person shall not operate a motorized vehicle upon the 
Ionia - Lyons trail without written permission from the state trails coordinator. 

(4)  The Mackinaw-Alanson trail means the former railroad right-of-way extending between Nicolet street in the 
village of Mackinaw city, section 12, T39N R4W, and M-68 extended, in the village of Alanson, section 10, T35N 
R4W, Emmet county.   A person shall not operate a motorized vehicle, except a snowmobile, upon the Mackinaw-
Alanson trail without written permission from the forest management field coordinator. 

(5)  The Mackinaw-Hawks trail means the former railroad extending between Nicolet street in the village of 
Mackinaw city, section 18, T39N R3W, Cheboygan county and the section line between sections 25, and 36, T34N 
R4E, Presque isle county.   A person shall not do any of the following on the Mackinaw-Hawks trail: 

(a)  Operate a motorized vehicle, except a snowmobile, without written permission from the forest management 
field coordinator. 

(b)  Use any portion of the trail or trail structure for swimming or diving. 



(6)  The Polly-Ann trail means the former railroad right-of-way beginning at Indianwoods road, section 4, T4N 
R10E, Oakland county, then northerly to a point 850 feet southeast of lake pleasant road in section 3, T8N R11E, 
Lapeer county, and includes a segment which is described as a 50-foot-wide strip of land around the perimeter of a 
gravel pit extending from railroad station 791+89.9, section 23, to railroad station 848+69.1, section 24, T5N R10E.  
For the purposes of this order, the former railroad right-of-way from railroad station 791+89.9, section 23, to 
railroad station 848+69.1, section 24, T5N R10E is excluded from the Polly-Ann trail.   A person shall not do any of 
the following upon the Polly-Ann trail: 

(a)  Discharge a firearm or bow and arrow. 

(b)  Operate a motorized vehicle without written permission from the state trails coordinator. 

(7)  The Betsie valley trail means all of the following: segment 1 which is the former railroad right-of-way from 
the city of Frankfort, section 27, T26N R16W, to Mollineaux road in section 20, T26N R15W including the former 
railroad right-of-way spur from this right-of-way into the village of Elberta, section 27, T26N R16W; segment 2 
which is the 10-foot-wide trail easement along crystal lake between Mollineaux road and the village of Beulah, as 
located pursuant to the trail relocation agreement with the crystal lake property owners, and segment 3 which is the 
former railroad right-of-way from the village of Beulah, section 26, T26N R15W, to its intersection with the 
department-owned former CSX railroad right-of-way in the village of Thompsonville, section 36, T25N R14W, 
Benzie county. 

(a)  A person shall not operate a motorized vehicle upon the Betsie valley trail without written permission from 
the forest management field coordinator, except that a person may operate a snowmobile on segment 3 as defined in 
subsection (7) of this order.  

(b)  On segment 2 as defined in subsection (7) of this order, a person shall not:  

(i)  Operate a snowmobile. 

(ii)  Discharge a firearm or bow and arrow.  

(iii)  Use the trail between 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.  

(iv)  Possess a horse or pet on the trail, except a leader dog. 

(v)  Ride a bicycle: 

(A)  Between sunset and sunrise. 

(B)  In excess of 10 miles per hour.  

(C)  Fail to yield to other trail users or fail to yield to pedestrians crossing the trail.  

(D) In an organized group of 10 or more persons without written permission from authorized trail staff. 

(E)  When instructed not to do so by authorized trail staff, as required to implement Bigelow et al. v. MDOT et al. 

(8)   person shall not operate a motorized vehicle upon the Alpena-Hillman trail without written permission from 
the forest management field coordinator, except a person may operate a snowmobile on that portion of the trail west 
of Bagley street beginning at the east line of section 29, T31N R08E.  The Alpena-Hillman trail means the following 
two segments of inactive railroad rights-of-way: 

(a)  That segment beginning at the junction with the D&M railroad in the city of Alpena in section 28, T31N R8E, 
and ending at the west line of section 16, T31N R06E, Alpena county. 

(b) That segment beginning at the east line of section 13, T31N R05E, Alpena county, and ending at the west line 
of the SE¼ of the NE¼ of section 24, T31N R04E, Montmorency county.  



(9)  The Cheboygan-Gaylord trail means the former railroad right-of-way beginning at Taylor street in the city of 
Cheboygan, section 31, T37N R01W, Cheboygan county, and ending in section 28, Livingston township, T31N 
R03W, Otsego county.  A person shall not: 

(a)  Operate a wheeled, motorized vehicle upon the Cheboygan-Gaylord trail without written permission from the 
forest management field coordinator. 

(b)  Operate a snowmobile upon that portion of the Cheboygan-Gaylord trail extending from a point beginning at 
the intersection of the trail corridor with M-27 in Section 24, Inverness township, T37N R2W, and ending at the 
point where the trail intersects Grandview beach road in section 6, Tuscarora township, T35N R02W, Cheboygan 
county: 

(i)  At a speed greater than 35 miles per hour, except with written permission from a designated representative of 
the department. 

(ii)  Between 12 midnight and 8:00 a.m., except with written permission from a designated representative of the 
department. 

(10)  The Montague-Berry junction trail means the former railroad right-of-way beginning in the city of 
Montague, section 21, T12N R17W, at the south terminus of the Hart-Montague trail state park, and ending in 
section 32, T11N R16W, Muskegon county and that spur in the city of Montague extending from section 21 to the 
west boundary of section 29.  A person shall not operate a motorized vehicle upon the Montague-Berry junction trail 
without written permission from the district parks and recreation supervisor, except that a snowmobile may be 
operated between white lake drive (north line of section 3, T11N R17W) and McMillan road (south line of 
section 29, T11N R16W). 

(11)  The Thompsonville-Viaduct road trail means the former railroad right-of-way beginning in the village of 
Thompsonville, section 36, T25N R14W, Benzie county, at its intersection with the department-owned former CSX 
railroad right-of-way, and ending at the boundary between sections 23 and 24, T24N R13W, Manistee county.  A 
person shall not operate a motorized vehicle, except a snowmobile, upon the Thompsonville-Viaduct road trail 
without written permission from the forest management field coordinator. 

(12)  A person shall not do any of the following on the Hancock to Calumet trail while within the city limits of 
Hancock, Houghton county: 

(a)  Operate a motorized vehicle in excess of 10 miles per hour. 

(b)  Operate a motorized vehicle, including but not limited to an ORV, snowmobile or trail groomer, 55 inches or 
greater in width, except with written permission of the unit manager, Baraga management unit, forest management 
bureau. 

(c)  Operate a motorized vehicle except on the paved, blacktop trail surfaces. 

(13)  The falling waters trail means the former railroad right-of-way beginning at Weatherwax road in section 16, 
Summit township, T3S R01W, thence traversing in a southwesterly direction a distance of approximately 4.4 miles, 
and ending at the centerline of Moscow road in section 23, spring arbor township, T3S R02W, Jackson county; and 
after approximately a 2.1 mile gap of state-ownership, beginning at the centerline of Teft road in section 29, spring 
arbor township, T3S R02W, thence traversing in a southwesterly direction a distance of  approximately 3.9 miles, 
and ending at approximately 172 feet from the railroad bridge over the Kalamazoo river in section 26, Concord 
township, T3S R3W, Jackson county.  A person shall not do any of the following without written permission from a 
designated representative of the department upon the falling waters trail: 

(a)  Discharge a firearm or bow and arrow. 

(b)  Operate a motorized vehicle except a motorized wheelchair. 

(c)  Use or occupy any portion of the trail corridor from dusk to dawn. 



(d)  Ride or lead a horse, pack animal or other riding animal on the improved, paved portion of the trail corridor.  

(e)  Consume or possess alcoholic beverages. 

(f)  Possess a dog or other animal, unless it is under immediate control on a leash that is not more than 6 feet in 
length. 

 (14)  Alpena to hawks trail means the former railroad extending from the west right-of-way side of US-23 
highway in section 9, T31N, R08E, Alpena county east to the city of hawks in section 31, T34N, R05E, Alpena 
county.  A person shall not do the following on the Alpena to hawks trail: 

(a)  Operate a motorized vehicle, except a snowmobile, without written permission from the forest management 
field coordinator. 

(15)  Roger’s city spur trail means the former railroad extending from section 8, T34N, R06E, Presque isle county 
south to where it intersects with the Alpena to hawks trail in section 8, T33N, R06E, Presque isle county.  A person 
shall not do the following on the Roger’s city spur trail: 

(a)  Operate a motorized vehicle, except a snowmobile, without written permission from the forest management 
field coordinator. 

(16)  Paxton spur trail means the former railroad extending from the King settlement road west to the Herron road 
in section 30, T31N, R07E, Alpena county.  A person shall not do the following on the Paxton spur trail: 

(a)  Operate a motorized vehicle, except a snowmobile, without written permission from the forest management 
field coordinator 

 
This order may be posted on or after June 6, 2008. 

Issued on this 5th day of June, 2008. 

 
Rebecca A. Humphries 

        Director 
 


